MELODY D. VOGEL
856 Ormewood Terrace SE Atlanta, GA 30316 – Phone (480) 544-0353 – melody.vogel@gmail.com
I am a licensed attorney interested in practicing law after stepping aside to be the primary caretaker for my son during his early years and am seeking a part-time position that is primarily remote. I have maintained an active license throughout the years while working part-time for my husband’s video production company in various roles involving transcription, subtitling, script writing, and managing payroll.
BAR ADMISSION
Member, State Bar of Georgia, September 2016 (Bar # 664353)
Member, State Bar of Arizona, January 2014 (Bar # 030963)
EXPERIENCE
JLG Communications, Atlanta, GA






             Sept 2015–present
Corporate Secretary

Perform administrative duties including managing payroll, travel logistics, and assisting with hiring
Assist with video production: transcription, subtitling, scriptwriting, basic editing
The Law Office of Emily Taylor, Cumming, GA





          Jun 2017–Sept 2017
Associate Attorney for Special Assistant Attorney General
Drafted motions, adjudicatory orders, subpoenas, and records requests in dependency actions
Reviewed and summarized discovery documents and redacted confidential information from records
Communicated with witnesses to obtain their testimony and ensure their presence in court
Maricopa County Public Defender, Phoenix, AZ
Jan 2015–Jun 2015
Trial Attorney
Represented indigent clients in felony and misdemeanor cases

Wrote and argued evidentiary motions, motions for pretrial release and bond reduction

Engaged in plea negotiations and sentencings

Worked with mitigation specialists, investigators, and paralegals to obtain the best results for clients

Represented clients in Early Disposition Court and competency hearings
Arizona Supreme Court, Phoenix, AZ
Sep 2013–Sep 2014
Judicial Law Clerk for Chief Justice Rebecca W. Berch
Researched cases before the court and prepared detailed memoranda analyzing legal issues presented
Assisted Chief Justice Berch in preparing for oral argument and for post-argument conferences with the other justices
Worked with the Chief Justice to draft and edit opinions for publication
Assisted with speeches and other public engagements by gathering data and editing materials
Reviewed full record, prepared bench memorandum for all justices, and drafted opinion in death penalty case

Maricopa County Public Defender, Phoenix, AZ
Aug 2012–Dec 2012
Clinic Participant under Jeff Roth (Deputy Public Defender)
Represented clients during initial appearances, pleading, sentencing, and trial as Rule 38 Student Attorney
American Civil Liberties Union, Phoenix, AZ
Jan 2012–Apr 2012
Legal Extern, Dan Pochoda (Former Legal Director)
Drafted motions for summary judgment, statements of fact, and memoranda analyzing constitutional issues
Wrote demand letters and successfully obtained the suspension of a constitutionally-suspect ordinance 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Tempe, AZ
Aug 2011–May 2013
Research Assistant, Professor Chad Noreuil
Proofread three books for publication:  Zen of Law School Success, Zen of Passing the Bar Exam, The Arizona Bar Exam 
Researched and proofread articles about mindfulness and legal writing
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Tempe, AZ
Fall 2011–Fall 2012
Teaching Assistant, Professor Chad Noreuil

Graded writing assignments and assisted students with preparation of memoranda, briefs, and oral arguments for:
Legal Method and Writing (Fall 2011), Legal Advocacy (Spring 2012), and Bar Prep (Fall 2012)

EDUCATION
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law, Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ
J.D. Candidate, May 2013
GPA:  3.96, Rank:  3/166
Honors:
Summa Cum Laude Graduate
Order of the Coif
Sandra Day O’Connor Award for Excellence in Constitutional Law
Dean’s Recruitment Scholarship
Anthony Lucia Scholarship
Outstanding Staff Writer Award, Arizona State Law Journal, Fall 2011–Spring 2012
CALI Award for highest grade in Torts, Legal Advocacy, Law and Psychology, and Asylum Law
Willard H. Pedrick Scholar: Fall 2010, Spring 2011, Fall 2011, Fall 2012
Activities:
Articles Editor, Arizona State Law Journal, Summer 2012–Spring 2013

Responsible for proofreading authors’ submitted publications
Staff Writer & Articles Committee Member, Fall 2011–Spring 2012
Reviewed the merits, background, and quality of work of hundreds of authors seeking publication 
Responsible for making recommendations for publication to Committee Chair

Vice-President, Muslim Law Students Association, Fall 2011–Spring 2012
Assisted President in organizing meetings, social events and seminars including: 
(1) “How To Start a Small Firm” lunch seminar 
(2) “Understanding Shari’a Law: A Conversation with Imam Ahmad Shqeirat” 
(3) “Discussion of the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict with Dr. Noam Chomsky”
Client Intake Volunteer:  Homeless Legal Assistance Project, Juvenile Legal Assistance Program, Advocacy Program Against Domestic Violence
Dickinson School of Law, Pennsylvania State University
Capitals of Europe Study Abroad Program, Summer 2011

Attended daily courses in Transnational Perspectives, International and Comparative Human Rights, and Comparative Constitutional Law in The Hague, Belgium, Luxembourg and Strasbourg
Participated in conferences and observed trials at International Criminal Court, International Court of Justice, European Court of Human Rights, and the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
Arizona State University, Tempe, AZ
B.A., French, May 2008; Certificate of Arabic Studies
Honors:
Summa Cum Laude graduate (3.98 GPA)
National Merit Scholarship Finalist
Robert C. Byrd Scholar 
Phi Eta Sigma National Honor Society
Recipient of Certificate of Excellence in Arabic
Activities:
Muslim Students Association
Active volunteer through Barrett Honors College, Kappa Alpha Theta, and Phi Eta Sigma
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
Chairperson, The Ormewood School Board, June 2021–June 2022
Member, The Ormewood School Board, June 2020–June 2021
Teacher for Creative Camp and Sunday School, The Ormewood Church

INTERESTS

Traveled throughout the United States and in more than 30 foreign countries
Foreign Languages: Intermediate French, Spanish, and Beginner Arabic
Cooking, particularly Persian, Arabic, and Southeast Asian dishes
Fitness and Nutrition: Play tennis and lift weights; worked part time as a personal trainer and recruiter
Relax by reading fiction and writing short stories, children’s books
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